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Â In 1962, Rachel Carson stunned the world with the publication of Silent Spring, exposing the

lethal character of the pesticide DDT. Her work launched a global campaign against synthetic

chemical toxins and veritably created a world environmental movement. But unbeknownst to

Carson, an even more insidious chemical cousin to DDT had been silently poisoning the biosphere.

Â  Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were first manufactured in 1920. Seen as a â€œmagic fluid,â€•

they were a cheap and stable heat-transfer material used as a critical coolant in big power grids.

The chemical industry soon went on to develop hundreds of other uses for this highly toxic group of

substancesâ€”everything from copy paper and paint to hydraulic fluids. Despite being outlawed in

the U.S. since 1976, PCBs are currently found in the remotest corners of Earth and remain the most

prevalent group of industrial chemical contaminants in much of the world. Every human being, from

the womb to the grave, bears a body burden of these poisonous molecules forever locked in their

blood and tissues. Â  In Biocidal, investigative journalist Ted Dracos tells the full story of PCBs for

the first time, starting with the chilling chronicle of how the chemical industry manipulated regulatory

agencies and scientific findings for decades to continue to reap huge profits, despite their

knowledge of the threats posed by their â€œmagic fluid.â€• Dracos draws on extensive research to

document the connection between PCBs and catastrophic human illness, presenting the latest

science as studies draw ever more disturbing links between PCBs and continued health impacts

ranging from cancer and autism to immunosuppression and reproductive abnormalities.  Â  Biocidal

also explores the science behind the threat PCBs pose to Earthâ€™s biodiversity: today, killer

whales in the Puget Sound are dying, the eggs of Ontario Lake trout are doomed before they can

hatch, 99 percent of the freshwater eels of Europe have disappeared, and frogs around the world

are going extinct. While these disasters have many possible causes, evidence pointing to PCBs

keeps accumulating, much like the toxins in these animalsâ€™ systems.  Â  Nonetheless, Dracos

leaves readers with a profound message of hope: the damage is not irreversible. In fact, cleanup

efforts that involve the removal of the source of PCBs can really work, and quickly. Offering a simple

blueprint for steps that can be taken to reduce the impacts of all industrial chemicals, Biocidal

ultimately points the way toward a detoxified world.
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Ted Dracos, Biocidal, Confronting the Poisonous Legacy of PCBs 294 pp. 2010, Boston, Beacon

Press, $34.95ISBN: 978-0-8070-0612-2Review by Anthony Henry SmithDecember, 2010"Biocidal"

is nothing less than the story of the poisoning of most of the human beings on the planet. This

poisoning occurred originally as an unintended consequence of a series of corporate and

governmental actions initiated and driven by the transformative force and power of money.Sound

governance requires reliable information. It is not reasonable or necessary to require each citizen to

personally collect, assemble, interpret, and defend all the information necessary for governance. It

also will not do to rely upon media solely animated by the force of money for the creation of an

informed citizenry.The possession of mere facts alone will not suffice. All governance needs to be

informed by a coherent presentation of evidence based fact, but that fact needs to be referenced

within a context of values and principles. Democratic governance requires a context of values which

promote human well being and the well being of the planet of which they are but a part and upon

which they depend. Moreover, democratic governance requires that the animating and

transformative forces of compassion, mercy, and justice be part of that context. These are

necessary to act as a balance to the transformative force of money."Biocidal" is an outstanding

example of what can be created when an individual with the requisite skills and experience

dedicates them to public service by producing such a book. Dracos has not positioned himself as a

specialist. He is not part of government. He is not allied with any specific environmental

organization.
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